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Tallahassee, Fla. – On April 25, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced
enforcement actions and a youth tobacco prevention plan to stop youth use and access
to JUUL e-cigarettes. As part of this plan, the FDA announced the following actions and
efforts, including:






Issuing warning letters to 40 retailers for violations related to youth sales of JUUL
e-cigarettes;
Conducting a large-scale, undercover nationwide blitz of retail establishments;
Sending an official request for information to JUUL Labs requiring the company
to submit important documents to better understand the reportedly high rates of
youth use and the particular youth appeal of these products; and
Taking steps to foreclose online sales of JUUL to minors.

Tobacco Free Florida supports the FDA’s direction to address the troubling issue of ecigarette use among youth. According to the 2017 Florida Youth Tobacco Survey,
Florida youth use e-cigarettes more than any other tobacco product.1 In 2014, ecigarette use among Florida teens surpassed current use of any other tobacco product
for the first time.2 In 2017, 15.7 percent of Florida high schoolers were current users of
e-cigarettes.3 “Current use” is described as using e-cigarettes at least once during the
past 30 days. Additionally, more than one in three Florida high school students reported
trying an e-cigarette.4
All JUULpods (JUUL cartridges that contain e-liquid) that are sold contain nicotine. In
fact, each JUULpod contains approximately as much nicotine as an entire pack of
cigarettes, or 200 puffs, at a nicotine concentration of five percent. Youth use of the
JUUL is particularly concerning, as using nicotine during adolescence can affect teens’
susceptibility to addiction (since the adolescent brain is still developing). 5 There is
evidence that e-cigarette use among young adults is associated with an openness to
smoke conventional cigarettes.6,7,8,9,10,11
Tobacco Free Florida is not a regulatory agency and will work with our agency partners
and at the direction of the Florida State Legislature to comply with their direction on
enforcement issues.
###

About the Florida Department of Health
The department, nationally accredited by the Public Health Accreditation Board, works
to protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated
state, county and community efforts.
Follow us on Twitter at @HealthyFla and on Facebook. For more information about the
Florida Department of Health please visit www.FloridaHealth.gov.
About Tobacco Free Florida
The department’s Tobacco Free Florida campaign is a statewide cessation and
prevention campaign funded by Florida’s tobacco settlement fund. Since the program
began in 2007, more than 188,000 Floridians have successfully quit using one of
Tobacco Free Florida's free tools and services. There are now approximately 451,000
fewer adult smokers in Florida than there was 10 years ago, and the state has saved
$17.7 billion in health care costs.12 To learn more about Tobacco Free Florida’s Quit
Your Way services, visit www.tobaccofreeflorida.com or follow the campaign on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/TobaccoFreeFlorida or on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/tobaccofreefla.
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